
WELCOME 
          Thank you for coming and participating in tonight’s Joy Gift Ser-
vice.  The two greatest highlights of this service are the Christmas music 
presented by our children’s and youth choirs and the offering of the toys 
and gifts that will be used in our Christmas benevolence ministry.  The 
families helped by our congregation this Christmas will be receiving their 
gifts this Tuesday.  We pray that our Christmas giving and sharing brings 
joy to those who need it and is a witness to the goodness and love of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
          Christmas Eve Services will be held in the Sanctuary at 4:00 and 
8:00 p.m. this Friday, December 24.  Plan to make worship an important 
part of your Christmas celebration as we light the Christ candle, sing  
carols, celebrate communion, and enjoy our traditional celebration of 
Christ’s birth.  A children’s sermon will be part of both services, and a 
nursery for preschoolers provided for both services. 
          Our Youth will be enjoying their Christmas party after tonight’s 
service. 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE — “Mary Had a Baby” ………………………. arr. Hayes 

*Congregation Standing 
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     PRELUDE — “Love Came Down at Christmas” ……… arr. Wellman 

     WELCOME 

 THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 RESPONSIVE READING 
  Leader:  The time has come to once again celebrate Christmas.
       People:  To celebrate the story of the birth of God’s Son, Jesus. 
  Leader:  God has been made known to us in the gift of child. 
       People:  A child born in a lowly manger. 
  Leader:  That child became a man. 
       People:  That man became our Savior. 
  Leader:  We celebrate His birth, His life, His death, and  
                His resurrection. 
       People:  Tonight we are here to celebrate Jesus!        

     *OPENING HYMN — “Oh, Come, Little Children”                                       
 Oh, come, little children, oh, come, one and all,      
 To Bethlehem’s stable, in Bethlehem’s stall, 
 And see with rejoicing this glorious sight, 
 Our Father in heaven has sent us this night. 

 Oh, see in the manger, in hallowed light 
 A star throws its beam on this holiest sight. 
 In clean swaddling clothes lies the heavenly Child, 
 More lovely than angels, this Baby so mild. 

 Oh, there lies the Christ Child, on hay and on straw; 
 The shepherds are kneeling before Him with awe. 
 And Mary and Joseph smile on Him with love,  
 While angels are singing sweet songs from above. 

     *THE INVOCATION 

     MUSIC BY THE MUSIC MATES CHOIR 
      

      

*OFFERTORY HYMN — “Away in a Manger” 
 Away in a manger no crib for a bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
 The stars in the sky look down where He lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes, 
 I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 
 Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care; 
 And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 

OFFERTORY — MUSIC BY THE YOUTH HANDBELLS 

MUSIC BY THE CHERUB CHOIR 

THE PARENT SERMON 

MUSIC BY THE JUNIORS CHOIR 

THE READING OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY . . . . . . Luke 2:1-20 

MUSIC BY THE YOUTH CHOIR 

THE INVITATION TO GIVING 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS 

THE PRAYER OF BLESSING 

*CLOSING HYMN — “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 Infant holy, infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 
 Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
 Swift are winging, angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing. 
 Christ the Babe is Lord of all, Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
 Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 
 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing greet the  
 morrow 
 Christ the Babe is Lord of all.  Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
   


